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Managing Greater Sage-Grouse 
Habitats Using the Cow, Plow, Axe, 

and Fire: Lessons from Leopold



A. Leopold

ñGame can be restored by the creative uses of the same 
tools which have heretofore destroyed it- axe, cow, 
plow, fire, and gun.ò



Summarize Three Projects

Mechanical and 
Chemical

Livestock Grazing Fire



Mechanical and Chemical Treatments

Where: Parker Mountain

Year: 2000-2004

Habitat: Mountain Big Sagebrush

Types: Dixie harrow, Lawson aerator, 

Spike, Control

Plots: 16 (4 reps ea.)

Size: 40.5 ha (100 acres)

Monitoring: Vegetation and 

Sage-grouse use


