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On July 6th, members of the Morgan-Summit Adaptive Resource Group toured sev-
eral important sage-grouse areas and discussed strategies for addressing threats to the
birds. One important lek, the Henefer Divide lek, is bisected by State Highway 65, and
is a popular birding destination in the spring. However, not all visitors are respectful
of the birds, resulting in frequent disturbances. Some birds also strut in the road and
are hit by cars speeding through the area. In response to this disturbance, the birds
face another threat: it appears that some birds may be moving to a nearby lek that
is more secluded, which may be a temporary reprieve, but the nearby lek (called the :
Pioneer lek) is on land currently slated for development. MSARM members discussed o o o
ways to improve the Henefer Divide lek for the birds, including fence deyectors that ,'\DAWR Biologists Jason Robinson and Stott
. . e cFarlane stand in front of the Henefer Divide
the Audubon Society can install near the lek to decrease the likelihood of sage-grouse |ei quring the July 6 peld tour. The lek area is
fence collisions. Other options for improving the safety of the lek were discussed immediately behind the fence, just feet from the
as well, such as highway signs, lek vegetation clearing, and an information kiosk that highway. Photo courtesey of Lorien Belton.
could help improve visitors’ behavior at the lek by informing them of the need to stay
in their vehicles and not disturb the birds. The group also drove to
MorGcAN-SummiT GRoOuP TOURS an overview area to observe and discuss the future of the Pioneer lek.
CRITICAL SAGE-GROUSE AREAS......... It is threatened by potential development and possibly by the pro-
Lu posed Kern River pipeline, which is slated to be routed within several
hundred yards of the lek. Because the local population appears to
be non-migratory, this small area, just a few miles wide, is likely to
be very crucial to the long-term survival of the local population of
about 500 birds. Radio-collaring projects to better understand the
birds’ movements in the area are desperately needed and the group

HAT 1S A TALL STRUCTURE TO discussed possibilities for funding research.

New Sage-grouse Biologists Translocate

David Dahlgren has accepted a position in Kansas and will be leaving
mid-August. We wish him the best in his future career.
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SAGE-GROUSE AND DO THEY

Three of our student researchers have graduated from Utah State Uni-
versity this Spring. Their thesis or dissertation will soon be available on
I ------------- our website, www.utahcbcp.org.

Chris Perkins, “Greater Sage-grouse Populations Inhabiting the Wild-
I_ """""" cat Knolls and Horn Mountain, South Central Utah.”

Phoebe Prather, “Factors Affecting Gunnison Sage-grouse (Centrocercus
minimus) Conservation in San Juan County, Utah.”

Eric Thacker, “Greater Sage-grouse Seasonal Ecology and Responses
to Habitat Manipulations in Northern Utah.”






