From this week’s Gunnison Country Times

Fed official:
Sage grouse
‘will be listed’

County urged to consider
changes to land use regs

Will Shoemaker
Times Staff Writer

A high-ranking Colorado
regional supervisor for the
U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) did not mince words
this week when he said that
it's only a matter of time belore
the Gunnison Sage-grouse is
“listed” under the federal
Endangered Species Act (ESA)
as threatened or endangered.

[n a meeting Tuesday
with the Gunnison County

Commissioners over the local
implications of a recent FWS
decision, Al Plister, Western
Colorado Field Office supervi-
sor for the agency, said that a
final listing decision is “highly
likely™ within the next three
Years.

“The species is in some dire
straits,” he said, “and it will be
listed.”

Plister said an 18-month
process has to occur before the
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